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Physician Assistant (PA)  
Continuing Medical Education (CME) 
Requirements  

(WAC 246-918-180) 

(1) Licensed physician assistants must complete one hundred hours of continuing education every two 

years as required in chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 7. 

 

     (2) In lieu of one hundred hours of continuing medical education the commission will accept a current 

certification with the National Commission for the Certification of Physician Assistants and will consider 

approval of other programs as they are developed. 

 

     (3) The commission approves the following categories of creditable continuing medical education. A 

minimum of forty credit hours must be earned in Category I. 

Category I Continuing medical education activities with accredited sponsorship 

Category II Continuing medical education activities with nonaccredited sponsorship and other 

meritorious learning experience. 

    (4) The commission adopts the standards approved by the American Academy of Physician Assistants 

for the evaluation of continuing medical education requirements in determining the acceptance and 

category of any continuing medical education experience. 

 

     (5) It will not be necessary to inquire into the prior approval of any continuing medical education. The 

commission will accept any continuing medical education that reasonably falls within these regulations 

and relies upon each licensee's integrity in complying with this requirement. 

 

     (6) Continuing medical education sponsors need not apply for nor expect to receive prior commission 

approval for a formal continuing medical education program. The continuing medical education 

category will depend solely upon the accredited status of the organization or institution. The number of 

hours may be determined by counting the contact hours of instruction and rounding to the nearest 

quarter hour. The commission relies upon the integrity of the program sponsors to present continuing 

medical education for licensees that constitutes a meritorious learning experience. 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-918-180
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