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I recently heard a statement from a Physician “We are 
deathly afraid of the Washington Medical Commission,” 
which made me take notice and ask why? 

While thinking about that statement my thoughts faded 
off briefly to my childhood memories, as I harkened back 
to a time when I got into some trouble and my Mom 
would say, “Wait till your father gets home!”. So for the 
rest of that day, I would worry about how Dad would 
punish me and remembered how sick to my stomach 
and nervous I would get just anticipating my punishment 
because I had realized that what I had done or how I had 
behaved clearly was wrong and now I had to face the 
consequences of my actions. 

So, as I think about the Washington Medical Commission 
(WMC) and it’s role and why some Medical Providers 
might feel that they may be “deathly afraid of the 
Washington Medical Commission”, I couldn’t help but 
think perhaps if that person had a history of “getting into 
trouble” then they indeed may feel “deathly afraid”. But 
not of the WMC, but of facing the consequences of their 
wrongdoing, which is decided by statute and rules and 
not by the whims of any one person or a commission bent 
on revenge who might impose a “punishment for getting 
into trouble.”

We as Physician Assistant providers must remember 
that we have been imbued with a sacred trust to “first 
do no harm” and to behave as professionals beyond 
reproach despite the situation. And while I and all of 
our commissioners realize that “to err is human”, to 
intentionally act or behave in a way while posing as 
our patient’s “healers”, counselors and advocates, not 
in accordance with appropriate professional or moral 
standards, is not acceptable and the WMC is called upon 
by state statute to respond.  

In the words of the WMC itself, “It is the purpose and 
responsibility of the Washington Medical Commission 
to protect the public by ensuring quality healthcare is 
provided by physicians and physician assistants. The WMC 
establishes, monitors, and enforces qualifications for 
licensure, consistent standards of practice, and continuing 
competency. The WMC currently regulates about 34,000 
licenses, more than 3,000 of which are PAs. Rules, policies, 
and procedures developed by the WMC promote the 
delivery of quality healthcare to the people in Washington”

And while most medical providers have little or no direct 
contact with the WMC in our state, it is because most 
live and practice beyond reproach. Nonetheless the 
WMC may be called upon at times to properly evaluate, 
investigate and help adjudicate accusations, claims or 
notifications of something or someone gone wrong in 
the delivery of care by our healthcare providers in order 
to help protect the citizens of Washington. But while the 
WMC serves as a resource to protect the public, it must 
be noted that while doing so, it is committed to also 
helping restore the dignity of the provider in the process 
and doing it with thoughtful compassion and fairness.

In conclusion, I would like to reach out to all of my 
colleagues to assure them that as Washington Medical 
Commissioners, we are all committed to fairness and 
equity in everything that we do. Not only on behalf of 
the citizens of Washington, but also on behalf of our 
Physicians & PA’s who have committed themselves to 
work tirelessly, in often very difficult professional or 
personal circumstances. Particularly during these last 
2 years, while continuing to do the right thing while 
delivering some of the best healthcare in the nation.




