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Committees & Workgroups 

Reduction of Medical Errors Workgroup 

Dr. Chung, Chair 

John Maldon, Public Member 

Dr. Roberts 

Dr. Domino 

Dr. Jaeger 

Christine Blake, Public Member 

Scott Rodgers, Public Member 

Melanie de Leon 

Mike Farrell 

 

Osteopathic Manipulative Therapy 
Workgroup 

Dr. Roberts 

Dr. Currie 

John Maldon, Public Member 

Micah Matthews 

Michael Farrell 

Amelia Boyd 

Heather Carter, AAG 

 

Health Equity Workgroup 

Dr. Jaeger, Co-Chair 

Dr. Roberts, Co-Chair 

Yanling Yu, Public Member 

Micah Matthews 

Jimi Bush 

Anjali Bhatt 

 

Office-Based Surgery Rules Workgroup 

Dr. Domino 

Dr. Roberts 

John Maldon, Public Member 

Mike Farrell 

Ariele Page Landstrom 

Melanie de Leon 

Amelia Boyd 

 

 

 

Healthcare Disparities Workgroup 

Dr. Currie, Chair 

Dr. Browne 

Dr. Jaeger 

Christine Blake, Public Member 

Melanie de Leon 

 

Collaborative Drug Therapy Agreements 
Rulemaking Committee 

Dr. Roberts, Chair 

Dr. Chung 

Dr. Small 

John Maldon, Public Member 

Tim Lynch, PQAC Commissioner 

Teri Ferreira, PQAC Commissioner  

Melanie de Leon 

Micah Matthews 

Kyle Karinen, Staff Attorney 

Amelia Boyd 

Heather Carter, AAG 

Laruen Lyles, Executive Director, PQAC 

Christie Strouse, Deputy Director, PQAC 

Lindsay Trant, DOH Rules Coordinator 

 

PQAC E-prescribing Rulemaking Committee 

Christine Blake, Public Member 

Dr. Browne 

Dr. Small 

Melanie de Leon 

Amelia Boyd 

TBD, Staff Attorney 

Heather Carter, AAG 

 

Stem Cells Rulemaking Committee 

TBD, Chair 

TBD 

Yanling Yu, Public Member 

Micah Matthews 

Mike Farrell 

Amelia Boyd 

Heather Carter, AAG 
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Committees & Workgroups 

 

Telemedicine Rulemaking Committee 

Christine Blake, Public Member, Chair 

Toni Borlas, Public Member 

Dr. Small 

Dr. Roberts 

Dr. Lewis 

Dr. Wohns 

Dr. Jaeger 

Dr. Lisa Galbraith, BOMS 

Dr. Kim Morrissette, BOMS 

Micah Matthews 

Stephanie Mason 

Mike Farrell 

Amelia Boyd 

Tracie Drake, Program Manager, BOMS 

 

PA Chapter 246-918 WAC & HB 2378 
Rulemaking Committee 

James Anderson, PA-C, Chair 

Theresa Schimmels, PA 

Christine Blake, Public Member 

Melanie de Leon 

Mike Farrell 

Amelia Boyd 

Heather Carter, AAG 

 

 

 

SB 6551 – IMG Licensing Rulemaking 
Committee 

TBD, Chair 

TBD 

TBD, Public Member 

Micah Matthews 

Ariele Landstrom, Staff Attorney 

Marisa Courtney, Licensing Supervisor 

Dawn Thompson 

Becca King 

Stephanie Mason 

Rick Glein, Staff Attorney 

Amelia Boyd 

Heather Carter, AAG 

 

Please note, any committee or workgroup that is 
doing any stakeholder work or getting public input 
must hold open public meetings.  

Opioid Prescribing – Patient Exemptions 
Rulemaking Committee 

Dr. Roberts, Chair 

Dr. Small 

Dr. Terman, Pro Tem Commissioner  

James Anderson, PA-C 

Melanie de Leon 

Mike Farrell 

Amelia Boyd 

Heather Carter, AAG 



Rule Status Date Next step Complete By Notes
Submitted 

to RMS

SBEIS 

Check
CR-101 CR-102 CR-103

Clinical Support MDs & PAs 

(formerly Technical 

Assistance)

Final workshop 5/12/2021 Request initiating CR-102 process 5/14/2021 Keep Osteo updated. Complete July 2021 November 

2021

Telemedicine CR-101 filed 9/17/2019 Workshops TBD Keep Osteo updated. Complete TBD TBD

Stem Cells CR-101 Filed 4/21/2020 Workshops TBD Keep Osteo updated. Complete TBD TBD

Opioid Prescribing - LTAC, 

SNF patient exemption

CR-101 filed 3/26/2020 Workshops TBD Complete TBD TBD

Collaborative Drug Therapy 

Agreements (CDTA)

CR-101 filed 7/22/2020 Workshops TBD Complete January 2022 April 2022

Emergency Licensing Rules Secretary Review 3/26/2020 File CR-105 TBD Holding until 

proclamation is lifted. 

Chapter 246-918 WAC & HB 

2378

CR-101 filed 11/19/2020 Workshops April 2021 Collaborate with 

Osteo on HB 2378

Complete July 2021 October 

2021

SB 6551 - IMG licensing CR-101 filed 8/6/2020 Workshops TBD Complete TBD TBD

WMC Rules Progress Report Projected filing dates

Updated: 5/5/2021



New Section 

Physicians 

246-919-650 
Clinical Support Program 

(1) The purpose of the clinical support program is to address practice 

deficiencies identified in the course of an investigation. The clinical support program 

may include education, training, and monitoring to improve the quality of care and 

reduce the risk of patient harm. 

(2) A clinical support plan is a written and signed agreement between the 

physician and the commission listing steps the physician may take to resolve practice 

deficiencies. A plan may include, but is not limited to, one of more of the following: 

practice changes, training, continuing medical education, or follow-up monitoring of the 

physician's clinical practice by the physician's current employer or other practice monitor 

approved by the commission. 

(3) The commission may resolve an alleged practice deficiency through the 

clinical support program following an investigation of a complaint or a mandatory report. 

(4) The commission shall use the following criteria to determine eligibility for the 

clinical support program: 

(a) The alleged practice deficiency may be corrected by practice changes, 

education, training, monitoring, or any combination of these, and are unlikely to reoccur; 

(b) Practice changes, education, training, or monitoring, or any combination of 

these, is sufficient to ensure patient protection;  

(c) The physician agrees to participate in the clinical support program; and 



(d) The commission has not authorized disciplinary action for the identified 

practice deficiency under RCW 18.130.172, RCW 18.130.170, or RCW 18.130.090. 

(5) The commission has sole discretion to offer a clinical support plan to an 

eligible physician to resolve a complaint. A physician who accepts a clinical support plan 

waives any right to a hearing to modify the clinical support plan or challenge the 

commission's decision regarding successful completion of the clinical support plan. 

(6) The commission shall use the following process to implement the clinical 

support program: 

(a) After an investigation identifies an alleged practice deficiency, the commission 

will apply criteria in subsection (4) of this section to determine eligibility for the clinical 

support program; 

(b) If all of the criteria are met, and the commission determines that the physician 

is eligible for participation in the clinical support program, the commission may propose 

a clinical support plan to the physician; 

(c) The commission shall evaluate whether the practice deficiency or deficiencies 

have been corrected and are unlikely to reoccur; 

(d) The commission may conduct additional investigation and consider 

disciplinary action if additional facts become known or circumstances change such that 

the physician is no longer eligible based on the criteria in subsection (4) of this section; 

and 

(e) If the physician successfully completes the clinical support plan, the 

commission will close the matter without further action. 



(7) Participation in the clinical support program is not disciplinary action and is 

not reportable to the National Practitioner Data Bank or the Federation of State Medical 

Boards. 
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Melissa McEachron, Director of Operations and Informatics  
Subpoenas for Records and other Compulsory Records Responses:  We continue to work 

through the multiple subpoenas and requests.  Also, we received 3 additional subpoenas, since our 

last report. 

Archiving:  Electronic files from Case Management Team meetings are prepared for archiving 

weekly.  In addition, we started the digital archiving process for licensing applications.     

Demographics:  Staff members continue to enter Demographic census information into ILRS 

daily.        

 

Morgan Barrett, MD, Medical Consultant  
 The Compliance Program is very happy to have Anthony Elders as our long awaited second 
Compliance Officer. Mike Kramer has kept the Compliance Program viable for many months 
during recruitment and I want to my express appreciation for his incredible work ethic.  

 

George Heye, MD, Medical Consultant  

Nothing to report.  

 

Rick Glein, Director of Legal Services 
Summary Suspensions:  
In re Ati U. Yates, MD, Case No. M2021-49.  On February 19, 2021, a Health Law Judge (HLJ), 
by delegation of the Commission, ordered that Dr. Yates’ medical license be summarily 
suspended pending further disciplinary proceedings.  The Statement of Charges (SOC) alleges 
that on or about July 10, 2020, Dr. Yates entered into a Stipulated Order with the Oregon 
Medical Board surrendering her license to practice as a physician and surgeon in that 
jurisdiction while under investigation for unprofessional conduct.  Dr. Yates has waived her 
right to hearing or settlement and a Final Order will be issued based on the facts available to 
the Commission.   
  
In re Cara A. Oliver, MD, Case No. M2020-1038.  On April 6, 2021, The Commission ordered 
that Dr. Oliver’s medical license be suspended pending further disciplinary proceedings.  The  

Amelia Boyd, Program Manager, continued 
We are also seeking physicians with the following specialties to serve as Pro Tem Members: 

• Radiologist 

• Psychiatrist 

If you know anyone who might be interested in serving as a Pro Tem, please have them email 
me directly at amelia.boyd@wmc.wa.gov.   

Rules 

We have 8 rulemaking efforts in progress. For more information, please see the Rules 
Progress Report in this packet. 

mailto:amelia.boyd@wmc.wa.gov
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Rick Glein, Director of Legal Services, continued 

SOC alleges Dr. Oliver is unable to practice with reasonable skill and safety.  As of the writing 
of this staff report, Dr. Oliver has not filed an Answer to the SOC.* 

  
In re Scott Owen Davis, MD, Case No. M2020-419.  On April 27, 2021, the Commission 
suspended Dr. Davis’ medical license pending further disciplinary proceedings.  The Amended 
SOC includes allegations that Dr. Davis established a pattern of repeatedly crossing 
appropriate physician-patient and key third party boundaries, praying with patients and key 
third parties, and talking about his marriage with patients and key third parties.  As of the 
writing of this staff report, Dr. Davis has not filed an Answer to the Amended SOC.*   
  
* The license holder must file a request for hearing with the disciplining authority within 
twenty days after being served the statement of charges. RCW 18.130.090 

  
Orders Resulting from SOCs: 
In re Mark C. Rose, MD, Case No. M2020-215.  Final Order of Default (Failure to Respond).**  
On December 9, 2020, a HLJ, by delegation of the Commission, ordered that Dr. Rose’s 
medical license be suspended pending further disciplinary proceedings.  The SOC alleges that 
Dr. Rose and the Oregon Medical Board entered into a Stipulated Order in which Dr. Rose 
agreed to surrender his Oregon medical license while under investigation.  Dr. Rose did not 
file a response to the SOC within the time allowed.  The matter came before a HLJ in April 
2021.  The HLJ concluded sufficient grounds existed to take disciplinary action against Dr. 
Rose’s license and ordered that his license to practice as a physician and surgeon be 
indefinitely suspended.*** 
  
In re Rajninder Jutla, MD, Case No. M2020-230.  Final Order.**  On June 23, 2020, the 
Commission summarily suspended Dr. Jutla’s medical license pending further disciplinary 
proceedings.  The SOC filed alleges that the Oregon Medical Board revoked Dr. Jutla’s license 
to practice medicine in Oregon based on failure to meet the standard of care while treating 
chronic pain patients and failing to timely file an answer to the Oregon complaint.  A virtual 
hearing was held in this matter March 8, 2021, regarding the merits of the SOC.  A Final Order 
dated April 27, 2021, concluded that the Commission proved by a preponderance of the 
evidence and clear and convincing evidence that Dr. Jutla committed unprofessional conduct.  
Dr. Jutla’s license is indefinitely suspended pending approval of a practice monitor, 
whereupon she may apply for reinstatement of her license. Upon reinstatement, Dr. Jutla will 
be placed on oversight for at least two years during which time she will be subject to practice 
monitor review and records review; obtain continuing education in the areas of chronic pain 
management, ethics, and record keeping; and personally appear before the Commission.  
  
**Either party may file a petition for reconsideration within ten days of service of the order. 
RCW 34.05.461(3); 34.05.470. A petition for judicial review must be filed and served within 
30 days after service of the order. If a petition for reconsideration is filed, the 30-day period 
does not start until the petition is resolved. RCW 34.05.542; 34.05.470(3). 
***A person whose license has been suspended under chapter 18.130 RCW may petition the 
disciplining authority for reinstatement. RCW 18.130.150. 
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Rick Glein, Director of Legal Services, continued 

Virtual Hearings: 
In re Timo W. Hakkarainen, MD, Case No. M2019-877.  The Commission initially served a SOC 
in this matter on September 9, 2020.  The Commission served an Amended SOC on March 26, 
2021, alleging that Dr. Hakkarainen’s medical care of a patient fell below the standard.  A 
virtual hearing was held in this matter April 28-30, 2021, regarding the merits of the 
Amended SOC.  A Final Order is expected to be issued by the HLJ in early August 2021.**** 
  
****The HLJ has 90 days after the conclusion of the hearing to issue a decision. 

 

Mike Farrell, Policy Development Manager 
Nothing to report outside of the items on the policy committee agenda and the rules process. 

 

Freda Pace, Director of Investigations 

 

New addition: On April 16th, we welcomed Natalie Oakes as one of our newest investigators - 
Health Care Investigator 1 (She is filling Jim Noss’ vacancy).  

Quick background about Natalie – she brings with her a bachelors degree from Brigham 
Young University (English) and an associates degree from South Puget Sound Community 
College (General Studies). She has 4 years of experience as an Human Resources Consultant 
with the Department of Health, with a total of 6 years of state service already in the books. 
We are glad to have Natalie with us and look forward to putting her many skills to work with 
the Commission.   

CMT Stats for the Quarter, brought to you by Mr. Christopher Waterman: 

Quarter 1 Cases reviewed Authorized   Closed   
2020 329 91 27.66% 238 72.34% 

2021 403 134 33.25% 269 66.75% 
  
From 2020 to 2021 we had a first quarter increase of cases reviewed by 74 or 22.4%. 

We had 43 additional authorizations in first quarter from the year past. First quarter last year, we 

reviewed 329 cases.  This year we reviewed 403. 

 

Reminder: Please visit our CMT Signup sheet to fill vacancies beginning in May throughout 
the remainder of the year. If you have any questions about the signup process, please reach 
out to Chris Waterman at chris.waterman@wmc.wa.gov. If you have any other concerns 
related to CMT or Investigations, please do not hesitate to reach me at 
freda.pace@wmc.wa.gov.  

 

Jimi Bush, Director of Quality and Engagement 
CME Webinars  

With the uncertainty of being able to provide an in-person conference in October, we are 

continuing with the ongoing webinar series. We received a grant from FSMB to offset the  

mailto:chris.waterman@wmc.wa.gov
mailto:freda.pace@wmc.wa.gov
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Jimi Bush, Director of Quality and Engagement, continued 

costs of these educational efforts. Please let me know if you have a suggestion for a speaker 

or topic. Upcoming Webinars and on-demand CME can be accessed on our website.  

Special THANK YOU for providing a webinar or suggesting a topic: 

• Dr. Currie • Mike Farrell 

• Mr. Maldon • Stephanie Mason 

• Dr. Chung • Sarah Chenvert 

• Mr. Anderson • Marisa Courtney 

• Ms. Schimmels • Emma Marienthal 

• Dr. Roberts • Richelle Little 

• Dr. Terman  

Newsletter 

The summer edition of the newsletter will go out a the end of June, if you have a suggestion 

for an article, please let me know and I will get in touch with you.  

Performance 

The fiscal year ends July 1st, and with that comes the annual performance report. We will be 

addressing COVID impacts amongst our regular KPIs. If there is something specific you would 

like for us to include in this years report, please let me know. The 2020 report can be viewed 

here.   

FSMB Journal of Medical Regulation 

We have been asked by the JMR to author a piece on our recidivism research. If you are 

interested in helping us proof and enhance the paper, please let me know. 

 

Marisa Courtney, Licensing Manager 

Total licenses issued from 03/31/2021-04/30/2021- 399 

Credential Type Total Workflow 
Count 

Physician And Surgeon County/City Health Department License 0 

Physician And Surgeon Fellowship License 3 

Physician And Surgeon Institution License 0 

Credential Type Total Workflow 
Count 

Physician And Surgeon License 250 

 
  

mailto:jimi.bush@wmc.wa.gov
https://wmc.wa.gov/education/2020-annual-conference-wmc-webinar-series
mailto:jimi.bush@wmc.wa.gov
https://wmc.wa.gov/sites/default/files/public/Performance%20Manager%20Report%20FY20.pdf
https://wmc.wa.gov/sites/default/files/public/Performance%20Manager%20Report%20FY20.pdf
mailto:jimi.bush@wmc.wa.gov
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Marisa Courtney, Licensing Manager, continued 

Credential Type Total Workflow 
Count 

Physician and Surgeon License Interstate Medical Licensure Compact 29 

Physician And Surgeon Residency License 66 

Physician And Surgeon Teaching Research License 0 

Physician And Surgeon Temporary Permit 2 

Physician Assistant Interim Permit 0 

Physician Assistant License 49 

Physician Assistant Temporary Permit 0 

Totals: 236 

Information on Renewals: March Renewals:  70.06% online renewals 
Credential Type # of Online Renewals # of Manual Renewals Total # of Renewals 

IMLC 0 34 34 
MD 960 394 1354 
MDTR 2 1 3 
PA 168 54 222 
  70.06% 29.94% 100.00% 

Information on Renewals: April Renewals: 68.40% online renewals  
Credential Type # of Online Renewals # of Manual Renewals Total # of Renewals 
IMLC 0 34 34 
MD 803 359 1162 
MDRE 9 0 9 
MDTR 2 4 6 
PA 160 53 213 
  68.40% 31.60% 100.00% 
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Panel A 
Personal Appearance Agenda 

Friday, May 14, 2021 

In response to the COVID-19 public health emergency, and to promote social distancing, the Medical 
Commission will not provide a physical location for these meetings. Virtual public meetings, without a physical 

meeting space, will be held instead. 

Please join this meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/243475405 

Panel Members: Jimmy Chung, MD, Panel Chair            Scott Rodgers, Public Member 
 James Anderson, PA-C 

Charlie Browne, MD 
Charlotte Lewis, MD 
Yanling Yu, PhD, Public Member 

Robert Small, MD 
Richard Wohns, MD 
Alan Brown, MD, Pro-Tem 
Mary Curtis, MD, Pro-Tem 

Compliance Officer: Anthony Elders                                            

9:45am 
Laurel R. Harris, MD 
Attorney: Erin Seeberger, Jennifer G. 
Crisera 

M2019-409 (2019-10859) 
RCM: Mary Curtis, MD 
SA:  Mike Farrell 

10:30am Susana J. Escobar, MD 
Attorney: Robin J. Mar 

M2019-256 (2018-10704 et al.) 
RCM: James Anderson, PA-C 
SA:     Colleen Balatbat 
 

11:15 a.m. Benigno W.A. Dagan, MD 
Attorney: Pro Se 

M2019-990  (2018-14462) 
RCM: Jimmy Chung, MD 
SA:     Larry Berg 

Lunch Break 

1:15 p.m. 

 
Jeffrey S Pierson, MD 
Attorney: Pro Se 
 

M2011-1169 (2012-720 et al.) 
RCM: Scott Rodgers, Public Member 
SA:     Trisha Wolf 

2:00 p.m. Tracey B Shirk, MD  
Attorney: Pro Se 

 

M2019-705 (2019-99) 
RCM: Yanling Yu, PhD, Public Member 
SA:     Kyle Karinen 

   

To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington 
Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 

 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/243475405
mailto:civil.rights@doh.wa.gov
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Panel B 
Personal Appearance Agenda 

Friday, May 14, 2021 

In response to the COVID-19 public health emergency, and to promote social distancing, the Medical 
Commission will not provide a physical location for these meetings. Virtual public meetings, without a physical 

meeting space, will be held instead. 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/345525861 

Panel Members: April Jaeger, MD, Panel Chair 
 Toni Borlas, Public Member 

Diana Currie, MD 
Karen Domino, MD 
Christine Hearst, Public Member 
John Maldon, Public Member 

Terry Murphy, MD 
Alden Roberts, MD 
Theresa Schimmels, PA-C 
Claire Trescott, MD 
Gregory Terman, MD, Pro Tem 

Compliance Officer: Mike Kramer 

9:45am Keith A. Luther, MD 
Attorney: Pro Se 

M2016-861 (2016-1813) 
RCMs: Toni Borlas, Public Member 
SA: Mike Farrell 

10:30am Malcolm A. Whitaker, MD 
Attorney: Gerald R. Tarutis 

M2019-1005 (2019-8529) 
RCM: Terry Murphy, MD 
SA:     Trisha Wolf 

11:15 a.m. Victor O. Brooks, MD 
Attorney: Pro Se 

M2014-970 (2015-10678 et al.) 
RCM: Claire Trescott, MD 
SA:     Kyle Karinen 

LUNCH BREAK 

1:15 pm Wallace R Hodges, MD 
Attorney: Pro Se 

M2012-1282 (2012-8560) 
RCM: Claire Trescott, MD 
SA:      Larry Berg 

2:00 pm 
Alaine Nijenhuis, PA-C  
Attorney:  Levi S. Larson 
   

M2019-1115 (2019-7497) 
RCM: Alden Roberts, MD 
SA:     Colleen Balatbat 

   
To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington 

Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 

 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/345525861
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/345525861
mailto:civil.rights@doh.wa.gov
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