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Rulemaking 
The Washington Medical Commission (commission) has officially filed a CR-101 with 
the Office of the Code Reviser on August 6, 2020. The WSR# is 20-17-024.  

The commission is considering adopting a new section of rule and amending WAC 
246-919-340 to meet the requirements of Senate Bill (SB) 6551 an act relating to
integrating international medical graduates (IMG) into Washington's health care
delivery system. The commission will consider creating an exceptional qualification
waiver for international medical graduates pursuing a full medical license as well as
creating a time-limited clinical experience license for those international medical
graduates participating in a tuition based clinical experience program.

SB 6551 permits the commission to issue limited licenses to IMG. The bill also directs 
the commission to establish requirements for an exceptional qualification waiver in 
rule as well as establish requirements for a time-limited clinical experience license for 
IMG applicants. Establishing these requirements would reduce barriers for IMG 
applicants obtaining residency positions in Washington. 

SB 6551 - IMG Rules Workshop Meeting 
In response to the filing, the Commission will conduct an open public rules workshop 
on Wednesday, August 18, 2021, from 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm via GoToWebinar.  

Please register for this workshop at: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/678305632537728015 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about 
joining the webinar. 

This meeting will be open to the public. 

In response to the COVID-19 public health emergency, and to promote social 
distancing, the Medical Commission will not provide a physical location for this 
meeting. A virtual public meeting, without a physical meeting space, will be held 
instead. 

The purpose of the rules workshop will be to: 

• Review the rules process;

Rule Workshop Notice 

http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/law/wsr/2020/17/20-17-024.htm
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=6551&Year=2019
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/678305632537728015


• Discuss draft language; 

• Discuss comments received;  

• Invite committee members and members of the public to present draft rule 
language; and 

• Discuss next steps 
 
Interested parties and the general public are invited to participate in the rules 
workshops or provide comments on draft rules. For continued updates on rule 
development, interested parties are encouraged to join the Commission’s rules 
GovDelivery. 
 
For more information, please contact Amelia Boyd, Program Manager, Washington 
Medical Commission at (360) 918-6336 or by email at amelia.boyd@wmc.wa.gov.  
 
*CR means Code Reviser 
 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOH/subscriber/new?topic_id=WADOH_153
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOH/subscriber/new?topic_id=WADOH_153
mailto:amelia.boyd@wmc.wa.gov
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PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT 
OF INQUIRY 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 

CR-101 (October 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.310) 

Do NOT use for expedited rule making 

Agency: Department of Health- Washington Medical Commission 

Subject of possible rule making: WAC 246-919-340 Additional requirements for international medical school graduates and 
WAC 246-919-XXX. The Washington Medical Commission (commission) is considering adopting a new section of rule and 
amending WAC 246-919-340 to meet the requirements of Senate Bill (SB) 6551 - An act relating to integrating international 
medical graduates (IMG) into Washington's health care delivery system. The commission will consider creating an 
exceptional qualification waiver for international medical graduates pursuing a full medical license as well as creating a time-
limited clinical experience license for those international medical graduates participating in a tuition based clinical experience 
program.  

Statutes authorizing the agency to adopt rules on this subject: RCW 18.71.017, RCW 18.130.050, and SB 6551 
(chapter 325, Laws of 2020) 

Reasons why rules on this subject may be needed and what they might accomplish: SB 6551 permits the commission 
to issue limited licenses to IMG. The bill also directs the commission to establish requirements for an exceptional qualification 
waiver in rule as well as establish requirements for a time-limited clinical experience license for IMG applicants. Establishing 
these requirements would reduce barriers for IMG applicants obtaining residency positions in Washington. 

Identify other federal and state agencies that regulate this subject and the process coordinating the rule with these 
agencies: None 

Process for developing new rule (check all that apply): 
 Negotiated rule making 
 Pilot rule making 
 Agency study 
 Other (describe) Collaborative rulemaking 

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before 
publication by contacting: 

(If necessary) 

Name: Amelia Boyd, Program Manager Name:  

Address: PO Box 47866, Olympia, WA 98504-7866 Address:  

Phone: (360) 236-2727 Phone:  

Fax: N/A Fax:  

TTY: 711 TTY:  

Email: amelia.boyd@wmc.wa.gov Email:  

Web site: wmc.wa.gov Web site:  

Other:  Other:  

Additional comments: To join the interested parties email list, please visit: 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOH/subscriber/new?topic_id=WADOH_153 
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Date: August 6, 2020 Signature: 

Name: Melanie de Leon 

Title: Executive Director 

Signature on file



WAC 246-919-345 

Clinical Experience Limited License. 

The commission may issue a time-limited clinical experience 

limited license to an applicant who does not qualify for 

licensure under RCW 18.71.050 or chapter 18.71B RCW and who 

meets the requirements established in RCW 18.71.095(6) for the 

purpose of gaining clinical experience at an approved facility 

or program. 
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AN ACT Relating to integrating international medical graduates1
into Washington's health care delivery system; amending RCW 18.71.0512
and 18.71.095; adding new sections to chapter 18.71 RCW; and3
providing an expiration date.4

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:5

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1.  A new section is added to chapter 18.716
RCW to read as follows:7

(1) The international medical graduate implementation work group8
is established. The work group membership must consist of the9
following members appointed by the governor:10

(a) A representative from the commission;11
(b) A representative from the department of health, health12

systems quality assurance division;13
(c) A representative from the University of Washington school of14

medicine graduate medical education program;15
(d) A representative from the Washington State University Elson16

S. Floyd college of medicine graduate medical education program;17
(e) A representative from the Pacific Northwest University of18

Health Sciences college of osteopathic medicine graduate medical19
education program;20

SENATE BILL 6551

Passed Legislature - 2020 Regular Session
State of Washington 66th Legislature 2020 Regular Session
By Senators Stanford, Saldaña, Darneille, Dhingra, Frockt, Hasegawa,
and Wilson, C.
Read first time 01/22/20.  Referred to Committee on Health & Long
Term Care.
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(f) A representative from a statewide association representing1
physicians;2

(g) A representative from the Washington state family medicine3
residency network;4

(h) A representative from a primary care health care employer in5
a rural or underserved area of Washington;6

(i) A representative from a health carrier offering coverage in a7
rural or underserved area of Washington;8

(j) A licensed physician with experience working with9
international medical graduates;10

(k) A representative from an organization specializing in refugee11
advocacy in Washington;12

(l) A representative from an organization serving refugee13
physicians and international medical graduates;14

(m) A representative from an organization offering counseling and15
educational programs to internationally trained health professionals;16

(n) A representative from an organization representing community17
and migrant health centers; and18

(o) At least two international medical graduates.19
(2) Staff support for the work group must be provided by the20

department of health.21
(3) The work group shall:22
(a) Propose clinical readiness criteria for international medical23

graduates using published benchmarks for medical school graduation or24
residency admission;25

(b) Propose a grant award process for distributing funds for26
approved entities to provide career guidance and clinical training to27
international medical graduates;28

(c) Propose an evaluation process to grant a hardship waiver to29
international medical graduates who cannot provide all necessary30
documentation for licensure due to circumstances outside their31
control; and32

(d) Provide policy recommendations to the legislature.33
(4) The work group must submit an annual report to the34

legislature by June 30, 2021, and yearly thereafter.35
(5) This section expires July 1, 2025.36

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 2.  A new section is added to chapter 18.7137
RCW to read as follows:38
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Based on recommendations from the international medical graduate1
implementation work group, the commission shall adopt a clinical2
assessment to determine the readiness of international medical3
graduates to apply and serve in residency programs and adopt a grant4
award process for distributing funds pursuant to section 3 of this5
act.6

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 3.  A new section is added to chapter 18.717
RCW to read as follows:8

Subject to appropriation by the legislature and donations9
received from public and private entities, the department of health10
shall award grant funding to:11

(1) Approved entities for career guidance and support services to12
international medical graduates including, but not limited to,13
assistance with educational commission for foreign medical graduates14
certification application and United States medical licensing15
examination preparation; and16

(2) Health care facilities or clinical programs to provide17
supervised clinical training to international medical graduates.18

Sec. 4.  RCW 18.71.051 and 2011 c 138 s 1 are each amended to19
read as follows:20

(1) Applicants for licensure to practice medicine who have21
graduated from a school of medicine located outside of the states,22
territories, and possessions of the United States, the District of23
Columbia, or the Dominion of Canada, shall file an application for24
licensure with the commission on a form prepared by the secretary25
with the approval of the commission. Each applicant shall furnish26
proof satisfactory to the commission of the following:27

(((1))) (a) That he or she has completed in a school of medicine28
a resident course of professional instruction equivalent to that29
required in this chapter for applicants generally;30

(((2)(a))) (b)(i) Except as provided in (b)(ii) of this31
subsection, that he or she meets all the requirements which must be32
met by graduates of the United States and Canadian school of medicine33
except that he or she need not have graduated from a school of34
medicine approved by the commission;35

(((b))) (ii) An applicant for licensure under this section is not36
required to meet the requirements of RCW 18.71.050(1)(b) if he or she37
furnishes proof satisfactory to the commission that he or she has:38
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(((i)(A))) (A)(I) Been admitted as a permanent immigrant to the1
United States as a person of exceptional ability in sciences pursuant2
to the rules of the United States department of labor; or3

(((B))) (II) Been issued a permanent immigration visa; and4
(((ii))) (B) Received multiple sclerosis certified specialist5

status from the consortium of multiple sclerosis centers; and6
(((iii))) (C) Successfully completed at least twenty-four months7

of training in multiple sclerosis at an educational institution in8
the United States with an accredited residency program in neurology9
or rehabilitation;10

(((3))) (c) That he or she has satisfactorily passed the11
examination given by the educational council for foreign medical12
graduates or has met the requirements in lieu thereof as set forth in13
rules adopted by the commission;14

(((4))) (d) That he or she has the ability to read, write, speak,15
understand, and be understood in the English language.16

(2) An applicant may obtain an exceptional qualification waiver,17
waiving requirements determined by the commission in rule, if they18
possess an acceptable body of work related to research, medical19
excellence, or employment, and have the recommendation of other20
national or international experts in the same specialty or field.21

Sec. 5.  RCW 18.71.095 and 2017 c 45 s 1 are each amended to read22
as follows:23

The commission may, without examination, issue a limited license24
to persons who possess the qualifications set forth herein:25

(1) The commission may, upon the written request of the secretary26
of the department of social and health services or the secretary of27
corrections, issue a limited license to practice medicine in this28
state to persons who have been accepted for employment by the29
department of social and health services or the department of30
corrections as physicians; who are licensed to practice medicine in31
another state of the United States or in the country of Canada or any32
province or territory thereof; and who meet all of the qualifications33
for licensure set forth in RCW 18.71.050.34

Such license shall permit the holder thereof to practice medicine35
only in connection with patients, residents, or inmates of the state36
institutions under the control and supervision of the secretary of37
the department of social and health services or the department of38
corrections.39
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(2) The commission may issue a limited license to practice1
medicine in this state to persons who have been accepted for2
employment by a county or city health department as physicians; who3
are licensed to practice medicine in another state of the United4
States or in the country of Canada or any province or territory5
thereof; and who meet all of the qualifications for licensure set6
forth in RCW 18.71.050.7

Such license shall permit the holder thereof to practice medicine8
only in connection with his or her duties in employment with the city9
or county health department.10

(3) Upon receipt of a completed application showing that the11
applicant meets all of the requirements for licensure set forth in12
RCW 18.71.050 except for completion of two years of postgraduate13
medical training, and that the applicant has been appointed as a14
resident physician in a program of postgraduate clinical training in15
this state approved by the commission, the commission may issue a16
limited license to a resident physician. Such license shall permit17
the resident physician to practice medicine only in connection with18
his or her duties as a resident physician and shall not authorize the19
physician to engage in any other form of practice. Each resident20
physician shall practice medicine only under the supervision and21
control of a physician licensed in this state, but such supervision22
and control shall not be construed to necessarily require the23
personal presence of the supervising physician at the place where24
services are rendered.25

(4)(a) Upon nomination by the dean of an accredited school of26
medicine in the state of Washington or the chief executive officer of27
a hospital or other appropriate health care facility licensed in the28
state of Washington, the commission may issue a limited license to a29
physician applicant invited to serve as a teaching-research member of30
the institution's instructional staff if the sponsoring institution31
and the applicant give evidence that he or she has graduated from a32
recognized medical school and has been licensed or otherwise33
privileged to practice medicine at his or her location of origin.34
Such license shall permit the recipient to practice medicine only35
within the confines of the instructional program specified in the36
application and shall terminate whenever the holder ceases to be37
involved in that program, or at the end of one year, whichever is38
earlier. Upon request of the applicant and the institutional39
authority, the license may be renewed. The holder of a teaching40
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research license under this subsection (4)(a) is eligible for full1
licensure if the following conditions are met:2

(i) If the applicant has not graduated from a school of medicine3
located in any state, territory, or possession of the United States,4
the District of Columbia, or the Dominion of Canada, the applicant5
must satisfactorily pass the certification process by the educational6
commission for foreign medical graduates;7

(ii) The applicant has successfully completed the exam8
requirements set forth by the commission by rule;9

(iii) The applicant has the ability to read, write, speak,10
understand, and be understood in the English language at a level11
acceptable for performing competent medical care in all practice12
settings;13

(iv) The applicant has continuously held a position of associate14
professor or higher at an accredited Washington state medical school15
for no less than three years; and16

(v) The applicant has had no disciplinary action taken in the17
previous five years.18

(b) Upon nomination by the dean of an accredited school of19
medicine in the state of Washington or the chief executive officer of20
any hospital or appropriate health care facility licensed in the21
state of Washington, the commission may issue a limited license to an22
applicant selected by the sponsoring institution to be enrolled in23
one of its designated departmental or divisional fellowship programs24
provided that the applicant shall have graduated from a recognized25
medical school and has been granted a license or other appropriate26
certificate to practice medicine in the location of the applicant's27
origin. Such license shall permit the holder only to practice28
medicine within the confines of the fellowship program to which he or29
she has been appointed and, upon the request of the applicant and the30
sponsoring institution, the license may be renewed by the commission.31

All persons licensed under this section shall be subject to the32
jurisdiction of the commission to the same extent as other members of33
the medical profession, in accordance with this chapter and chapter34
18.130 RCW.35

Persons applying for licensure and renewing licenses pursuant to36
this section shall comply with administrative procedures,37
administrative requirements, and fees determined as provided in RCW38
43.70.250 and 43.70.280. Any person who obtains a limited license39
pursuant to this section may apply for licensure under this chapter,40
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but shall submit a new application form and comply with all other1
licensing requirements of this chapter.2

(5) The commission may issue a time-limited clinical experience3
license to an applicant who does not qualify for licensure under RCW4
18.71.050 or chapter 18.71B RCW and who meets the requirements5
established by the commission in rule for the purpose of gaining6
clinical experience at an approved facility or program.7

--- END ---
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AN ACT Relating to the licensure of international medical 1
graduates; and amending RCW 18.71.095.2

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:3

Sec. 1.  RCW 18.71.095 and 2020 c 325 s 5 are each amended to 4
read as follows:5

The commission may, without examination, issue a limited license 6
to persons who possess the qualifications set forth herein:7

(1) The commission may, upon the written request of the secretary 8
of the department of social and health services, the secretary of 9
children, youth, and families, or the secretary of corrections, issue 10
a limited license to practice medicine in this state to persons who 11
have been accepted for employment by the department of social and 12
health services, the department of children, youth, and families, or 13
the department of corrections as physicians; who are licensed to 14
practice medicine in another state of the United States or in the 15
country of Canada or any province or territory thereof; and who meet 16
all of the qualifications for licensure set forth in RCW 18.71.050.17

Such license shall permit the holder thereof to practice medicine 18
only in connection with patients, residents, or inmates of the state 19
institutions under the control and supervision of the secretary of 20

H-0480.1
SUBSTITUTE HOUSE BILL 1129

State of Washington 67th Legislature 2021 Regular Session
By House Health Care & Wellness (originally sponsored by 
Representatives Valdez, Stonier, Ortiz-Self, Goodman, Cody, Santos, 
and Macri)
READ FIRST TIME 01/25/21.
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the department of social and health services, the department of 1
children, youth, and families, or the department of corrections.2

(2) The commission may issue a limited license to practice 3
medicine in this state to persons who have been accepted for 4
employment by a county or city health department as physicians; who 5
are licensed to practice medicine in another state of the United 6
States or in the country of Canada or any province or territory 7
thereof; and who meet all of the qualifications for licensure set 8
forth in RCW 18.71.050.9

Such license shall permit the holder thereof to practice medicine 10
only in connection with his or her duties in employment with the city 11
or county health department.12

(3) Upon receipt of a completed application showing that the 13
applicant meets all of the requirements for licensure set forth in 14
RCW 18.71.050 except for completion of two years of postgraduate 15
medical training, and that the applicant has been appointed as a 16
resident physician in a program of postgraduate clinical training in 17
this state approved by the commission, the commission may issue a 18
limited license to a resident physician. Such license shall permit 19
the resident physician to practice medicine only in connection with 20
his or her duties as a resident physician and shall not authorize the 21
physician to engage in any other form of practice. Each resident 22
physician shall practice medicine only under the supervision and 23
control of a physician licensed in this state, but such supervision 24
and control shall not be construed to necessarily require the 25
personal presence of the supervising physician at the place where 26
services are rendered.27

(4)(a) Upon nomination by the dean of an accredited school of 28
medicine in the state of Washington or the chief executive officer of 29
a hospital or other appropriate health care facility licensed in the 30
state of Washington, the commission may issue a limited license to a 31
physician applicant invited to serve as a teaching-research member of 32
the institution's instructional staff if the sponsoring institution 33
and the applicant give evidence that he or she has graduated from a 34
recognized medical school and has been licensed or otherwise 35
privileged to practice medicine at his or her location of origin. 36
Such license shall permit the recipient to practice medicine only 37
within the confines of the instructional program specified in the 38
application and shall terminate whenever the holder ceases to be 39
involved in that program, or at the end of one year, whichever is 40
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earlier. Upon request of the applicant and the institutional 1
authority, the license may be renewed. The holder of a teaching 2
research license under this subsection (4)(a) is eligible for full 3
licensure if the following conditions are met:4

(i) If the applicant has not graduated from a school of medicine 5
located in any state, territory, or possession of the United States, 6
the District of Columbia, or the Dominion of Canada, the applicant 7
must satisfactorily pass the certification process by the educational 8
commission for foreign medical graduates;9

(ii) The applicant has successfully completed the exam 10
requirements set forth by the commission by rule;11

(iii) The applicant has the ability to read, write, speak, 12
understand, and be understood in the English language at a level 13
acceptable for performing competent medical care in all practice 14
settings;15

(iv) The applicant has continuously held a position of associate 16
professor or higher at an accredited Washington state medical school 17
for no less than three years; and18

(v) The applicant has had no disciplinary action taken in the 19
previous five years.20

(b) Upon nomination by the dean of an accredited school of 21
medicine in the state of Washington or the chief executive officer of 22
any hospital or appropriate health care facility licensed in the 23
state of Washington, the commission may issue a limited license to an 24
applicant selected by the sponsoring institution to be enrolled in 25
one of its designated departmental or divisional fellowship programs 26
provided that the applicant shall have graduated from a recognized 27
medical school and has been granted a license or other appropriate 28
certificate to practice medicine in the location of the applicant's 29
origin. Such license shall permit the holder only to practice 30
medicine within the confines of the fellowship program to which he or 31
she has been appointed and, upon the request of the applicant and the 32
sponsoring institution, the license may be renewed by the commission.33

All persons licensed under this section shall be subject to the 34
jurisdiction of the commission to the same extent as other members of 35
the medical profession, in accordance with this chapter and chapter 36
18.130 RCW.37

Persons applying for licensure and renewing licenses pursuant to 38
this section shall comply with administrative procedures, 39
administrative requirements, and fees determined as provided in RCW 40
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43.70.250 and 43.70.280. Any person who obtains a limited license 1
pursuant to this section may apply for licensure under this chapter, 2
but shall submit a new application form and comply with all other 3
licensing requirements of this chapter.4

(5) The commission may issue a time-limited clinical experience 5
license to an applicant who does not qualify for licensure under RCW 6
18.71.050 or chapter 18.71B RCW and who meets the requirements 7
established by the commission in rule for the purpose of gaining 8
clinical experience at an approved facility or program.9

(6)(a) Upon nomination by the chief medical officer of any 10
hospital or appropriate health care facility licensed in the state of 11
Washington, the department of social and health services, the 12
department of children, youth, and families, the department of 13
corrections, or a county or city health department, the commission 14
may issue a limited license to an international medical graduate if 15
the applicant:16

(i) Has been a Washington state resident for at least one year;17
(ii) Provides proof the applicant is certified by the educational 18

commission for foreign medical graduates;19
(iii) Has passed all steps of the United States medical licensing 20

examination; and21
(iv) Submits to the commission background check process required 22

of applicants generally.23
(b) A license holder under this subsection may only practice:24
(i) Under the supervision and control of a physician who is 25

licensed in this state under chapter 18.71 RCW and is of the same or 26
substantially similar clinical specialty; and27

(ii) Within the nominating facility or organization.28
(c) A license holder must file with the commission a practice 29

agreement between the license holder and the supervising physician 30
who is of the same or substantially similar clinical specialty.31

(d) A supervising physician may supervise no more than two 32
license holders under this subsection unless the commission grants a 33
request to increase this limit.34

(e) A limited license issued under this subsection is valid for 35
two years and may be renewed once by the commission upon application 36
for renewal by the nominating entity.37

(f) All persons licensed under this subsection are subject to the 38
jurisdiction of the commission to the same extent as other members of 39
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the medical profession, in accordance with this chapter and chapter 1
18.130 RCW.2

(g) Persons applying for licensure and renewing licenses under 3
this subsection shall comply with administrative procedures, 4
administrative requirements, and fees determined as provided in RCW 5
43.70.250 and 43.70.280.6

--- END ---
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